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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
bel} A, | Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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words which man's wisdom teachcth, 
but which the Spirit teacheth; combining ee 
spiritual things with spiritual words.” 


— I Corinthians 2:13 R.V. 
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“All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in right- 
eousness.” —II Tim. 3:16. 

“For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.”— 


~~ 2k Peter: 1:21. 


How true is the Bible? What a 
queer question to ask! And yet 
there are people who claim to be 
Chrisians who believe that the Bi- 


ble is partly true and partly false. 


Some say that the Bible is in- 
spired in the same sense that great 
literature is inspired, as the plays 
of Shakespeare or the poems of 
Tennyson and Browning. Such peo- 
ple sometimes say, “I know the 


Bible is inspired because it inspires 
- me.” Really they mean the Bible 


is not the infallible Word of God 
but that it is a good inspiring book 
even though it has mistakes. Some 
say that God gave the general 
thought and left it to men to write 
it down so that of necessity there 
would be some slight errors. Some 
say that the New Testament is 
authoritative and true, but the Old 
Testament is imperfect and is sim- 
ply a survival of primitive religious 


thinking. Some so-called scholars, 


who are not scholars enough -to 
know what the Bible claims for it- 
self nor the evidence that it is true, 
teach a so-called “progressive rev- 
elation” and say that none of the 
Bible is reliable except the very 
words of Jesus, and they doubt 
many of the statements of the 
gospels. Many good men are de- 
ceived by these theorists and quote 
them. Some people say that the 
Bible coniains the Word of God 
that not all of it is the Word of 
God. If one must find for himself 
or depend upon some modernistic 
scholar to say just how much of 
the Bible is really the Word of God 
and authoritative, of course no 
two living men, on that plan, would 
perfectly agree as to what was true 


and what was not. Es 
Some good men very foolishly 


‘say that the Bible is inspired and 


reliable for religious knowledge but 
is not necessarily true in scientific 
matters, or in history. 


Great Saints Believed in Word- 
for-Word Inspiration 


The greatest saints, Bible schol- 
ars, preachers and soul winners 
have believed the Bible to be the 
infallible, verbally inspired Word of 
God. 

My mother believed that the Bi- 
ble was absolutely the Word of 
God, true in every particular. So 
did my father, a country Baptist 
preacher. And so, I feel sure, did 
the mothers and fathers of most of 
you who read these words. Devout 
Christians through the ages have 
accepted the Bible for what it 
claims to be, the very Word of God, 
true in every particular. And that 
is true of the most scholarly Chris- 
tians, the greatest preachers, the 
Spirit-filled soul winners most 
greatly used of God through the 

centuries. 

Charles H. Spurgeon prepared 
and signed with six of his brethren 
what he called ‘‘A Confession,” and 
therein declared, ‘““‘We...avow our 
firmest belief in the verbal inspira- 
tion of all Holy Scripture as origin- 
ally given. To us, the Bible does 
not merely contain the Word of 
God, but is the Word of God. From 
beginning to.end, we accept it, be- 
lieve it, and continue to preach it. 
To us, the Old Testament is no less 
inspired than the New, the Book 
is an organic whole.” 

B. H. Carroll, a great Southern 
preacher, founder of the South- 
western Baptist Theological Semin- 
ary certainly the greatest theolog- 
ian Southern Baptists have ever 
had, said that “Any talk about rev- 
elation without inspiration of the 
words is fool’s talk,” and wrote a 
whole book (Inspiration of the Bo- 


(Continued on page two) 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 


The fine article by Dr. L. R. 
Scarborough in this issue, is used 


with grateful thanks -by the cour- 
_tesy of the Sunday School Board 


of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, and the secretary, Dr. T. L. 
Holcomb, at Nashville, Tennessee, 
who kindly gave permission. Dr. 


| Scarborough has been a great soul 
winner, winning many thousands 
of people to Christ in great cam- 
|paigns, as well as being president 


of the Southwestern Baptist Sem- 
inary at Fort. Worth. He was a 


great blessing to me,-in school days. 


there. Dr. Scarborough first con- 
vinced me of the sin of attending 
movies, and his classes in evangel- 
ism helped make many evangelists 
and evangelistic pastors. He re- 
tired from the Seminary presi- 
dency a year or so ago because of 
failing health. May sinners. be 
saved througn his article. 
* *+ * & 


The Verbal Inspiration of the Bible 
article was used in The Sword 
some years ago. Few readers then 
took the paper. It is, we believe, 
greatly needed. This article is now 
printed in a large pamphlet along 
with another article on The Scien- 
tific Accwacy of the Bible, total- 
ing 28 large pages, pictured cover, 
price ten cents each, fifteen copies 
$1.00. Ask for The Verbal Inspira- 
tion of the Bible. Pastors, minister- 
ial students, Sunday School teach- 
ers, and specially high school and 
college: students need the pamph- 
let. Will you help spread it? Ad- 
dress Sword of he Lord Publishers, 
145 N. Hale, Wheaton; Il. 


** * & 


At Fairfield, Alabama, Mr. J. 
Stratton Shufelt and I are in reviv- 
al services at the First Baptist 
Church, Rev. E. J. Daniels, pastor. 
There have been about 100 profes- 
sions of faith. Attendance is from 
several churches. A S. S. superin- 
tendent and some other workers 
have quit cigarettes, many have 
quit movies, dancing, etc. Tonight 
we have the second night of pray- 
er. We hope for a great blessing 
in the last five days. 

ese # & 


DO YOU WANT A FREE LI- 
BRARY of the world’s greatest 
Christian books? Our offer draws 
near a close. Send subscriptions to 
the Sword of the Lord, and for 
twenty or more subscriptions at 
$1.00 a year you will be given fifty 
cents worth of Christian books of 
your own selection for each sub- 
scription. But send now for sam- 
ples, circulars, etc. Please write by 
June 1 if you wish to enter the list 
to get free books. Those who are 
working for subscripions may con- 
tinue for a reasonable time, but 
all should begin by June 1, then 
press the effort. 

**+ & € 


Do you have a free catalogue of 
my books and pamphlets? I should 
like to send one free. Ask for it. 
Reprints this spring of books for- 
merly printed already include the 
following. PRAYER — Asking and 
Receiviiig, 20,000 copies, beautiful- 
ly bound in blue cloth, jacket, 328 
pages, 21 chapters, price $1.50.; 
“AND GOD REMEMBERED . 
six favorite sermons, cloth bound, 
illustrated, 10,000 copies, 123 pag- 
es, jacket, price 75¢; BOBBED 
HAIR, BOSSY WIVES AND WO- 
MEN PREACHERS, new orange 

(Continued on page two) 
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Are You 


REV. 


“He that hath the Son hath life: 
and: he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.”—I John 5:12. 


Who Is the Unsaved Man? 


God's Word uses. several terms 
or ideas describing the unsaved 
man, such as “the transgressor of 
the law,” “the unrighteous man,” 
unbelievers,” “sinners,” “rejectors 
of Jesus,” “‘dead in trespasses and 
sins,” and ““lost.” It plainly teach- 
es that “all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23), that they are conceived in 
sin and born in iniquity, that none 
are righteous, that man _ goes 
astray from the womb, that the 
heart of man is deceitful above all 
things and desperately wicked, that 
men of themselves “are like unto 
whited sepulchres, ... full of dead 
men’s bones, and of all unclean- 
ness’”’ (Matt. 23:27). Its message 
is clear that man has nothing in 
himself, no merit of righteousness, 
that can save him from his innate 
and inherited taint of sin, Nor can 
he of himself do or perform any 
act of righteousness by which he 
will purchase the favor and pardon 
of God. 

Paul says, “Therefore by the 
deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight” 
(Rom. 3:20). Isaiah says, “We-are 
all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags” 
(Isa. 64:6). John 8:18, 36, says, 
“He that believeth not is con- 
demned already, . He that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him.”’ Paul says, “Ye were with- 
out Christ, being aliens ... strang- 
ers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope, and without God” 
(Eph. 2:12). 

These scriptures and many oth- 
ers indicate that the unsaved man’s 
condition before God is unspeak- 
ably bad, and that he must have 


SAVED OR LOST? 


L. R. SCARBOROUGH, D. D. 
Former President Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Fort Worth, Texas 


outside and powerful help if he is 
to be saved. They teach that neith- 
er morality, nor charity, nor sin- 
cerity of purpose, nor any form of 
self-righteousness will save a man. 
They show that neither joining a 
church, nor submitting to an ordin- 
ance, nor confession to a priest, nor 
the manipulations of ecclesiastical 
tricks, or anything of this kind will 
either save, or help save, or keep 
saved. The plain teaching of the 
Bible is that every man is lost, un- 
done in sin and without hope, help- 
lessly involved in eternal ruin, and 
deserves and receives God’s wrath 
unless he trusts himself by an act 
of heart-faith in repenting sub- 
mission to vesus Christ as his per- 
sonal Saviour. 

The unsaved man, then, is he 
who has not personally accepted 
by faith Christ as Lord and Saviour. 


What Is the Peril of the Unsaved 


Man? 


Has he any security of..safety 
in his sins? By no means. He 
walks every hour in mortal dan- 
ger. His moments are all in risk 
and peril. God tells him in Jere- 
miah 23:12, that he stands on 
“slippery ways in the darkness,” 
and in Deuteronomy 32:35, that 
his “foot shall slide in due time,” 
that “the things that shall come 
upon” him “make haste,” and in 
Isaiah 14:9, that “hell from be- 
neath is moved for thee to meet 
thee at thy coming.” God warns 
him in Proverbs 29:1, “He that be- 
ing often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.” 


If you are lost, do you not know 
that you are.in imminent peril? 
Do you not feel the tug of death at 
your vitals, or some outward dan- 
ger? You cannot guarantee your 
own life one hour ahead. There is 


(Continued on page four) 


ECHOES FROM BUFFALO 


We have received many letters 
from Buffalo, N. Y., after the Rice 
—Shufelt evangelistic campaign 
there April 10-30 in Kleinhans Mu- 
sic hall. Among them I quote let- 
ters from Rey. Walter Vail Wat- 
son, pastor of the large Bethlehem 
Presbyterian Church, Rev. V. D. 
Trimmer, of the West Ferry Gos- 


_pel Tabernacle, Rev. Milton Ar- 


nold, pastor of the Grace Baptist 
Church, and from a Baptist lay- 
man in a town fifty miles away, 
where the blessing extended. 


Bethlehem Presbyterian Church 
Bird Avenue at Hoyt Street 
“Buffalo 13, New York 
“May 9, 1944 
To All Brethren Interested in 
Union Revival Meetigs 
“Greeting! 

“T am glad to say something 
about evangelist John R. Rice. 

In spite of his high reputation 
throughout the nation, when a 
large union campaign was pro- 
posed for Buffalo there were many 
local ministers who desired to co- 


operate but who had not met him 


on the occasion of his visit to Buf- 
falo Bible Conference last summer, 
The enthusiasm of those brethren 
who knew him better rapidly over- 


| came the objections that naturally 


came to the surface, which sum- 
mated pretty much to the senti- 
ment that Dr. Rice was a fine, sin- 
cere, name-calling, hell-fire South- 
ern evangelist, all very good and 
proper below there in the Bible belt 
but quite too light for sophistica- 
ted Western New Yorkers, . to 
whom must necessarily come a4 
more ‘intellectual approach.’ 

“Frankly —I say it to the shame 
a..d added confusion of pseudo- 
erudite brethren in this area — 
Dr. Rice came and turned out to 
be a scholarly gentlema:., lacking’ 
no depth nor charm, possesed of 
rare common sense a:.d the finest 
cooperating evangelist that we of 
the local promoting group have ev- 
er seen aiiywhere. Testimony is un- 
animous to this. One way in which 
this cooperation was best exhibited 
was in Dr. Rice’s complete sub- 
mergence: of his own financial pro- 
gram to that of the local commit- 
tee. When a man will do that he 
is worthy of the name saint. There 
is not a mercenary hair on his 
head. 

“As to Dr. Rice’s preaching. Peo- 
ple of all classes and church back- 
grounds frankly were delighted 
with it. Of course, there were a 
few who heard, were hurt, 

(Continued on page four) 
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ble, Revell) to prove that the Bible 
was inspired word for word. 

Moody and Torrey, greatest soul 
winners that America nas seen, be- 
lieved in tae word-for-word inspi- 
ration of the bible; and the Moody 
Bible institute statement of taitn 
Still states that belief in verbal in- 
spiration. 

The Irish Baptist statement of 
faith avows belief in verbal or 
word-for-word’ inspiration of the 
Bible. So does the statement of 
faith of Wiieaton College, the most 
prominent and influential Christian 
college in America; and the state- 
ments of faith of practically all 
the bible institutes and many great 
seminaries. 

Wesley, Finney, A. J. Gordon, 
Chapman, Sunday, the greatest of 
soul ‘winners, believed uxe Moody, 
Spurgeon, and Torrey, in the word- 
for-word inspiration of the bibie. 

The late Dr. l. M. Haiaeman, 
pastor of the First Baptist Churca 
of New York City, in his own 
trembling hand wrote me his pro- 
found conviction that God gave tne 
very words and quoted isaian 01:16 
“I have put my words in thy 
mouth,” to prove it. 

Dr. W. B. Riley and all the lead- 
ers of the World's Christian F'unda- 
mentals Association believe in 
verbal or word-tor-word inspiration 
of the Bible and have so deciared 
themselves. 

Dr. L. RK. Scarborough, president 
of the Southwestern baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary and president of 
the Southern baptist -Convention, 
has declared his belief in verbal 
inspiration of the Bible ,iIntroduc- 
tion to B. H. Carroll's book, Inspi- 
ration of the Bibie). 

Bible Itself Explicitly Claims to Be 
the Iniallibie Word ot God 


Those who believe the Bible to 
be literally and infallibly the Word 
of God, reliable and exactly true in 
every detail, are in good company. 
They agree with the great saints 
of God throughou the ages. 

Those who have foolish theories 
about mistakes and inaccuracies in 
the Bible deny the very Word of 
God itself. Kither the Bible is what 
it clainis to be, the eternal and in- 
fallibie and perfect Word of God, 
or it is an imposture. The Bible 
claims periection, claims that it is 
settled in Heaven, claims that it is 
true from the beginning, claims 
that it is made up of the very 
words of God, that even every jot 
and tittic was given by inspiration 
and will not pass away, claims men 
will be judged by whether they 
take frora or add to the words or 
the Scripture. There are only two 
honest and intelligent positions to 
take. 1. That the Bible is what it 
Claims to be, dictated by the mouth 
of God, the infallible and perfect 
Word of God that cannot be brok- 
en. 2. That the Bible is merely the 
work of men, claiming to be what 
it is not, that the Bible is false and 
not true, and with no binding au- 
thority on mankind, no direct and 
authoritative revelation from God. 

However, on further investiga- 
tion there will be found only one 
position for the person who is both 
spiritually honest and intelligent 
and that is that the Bible is all it 
claims to be, actually the Word of 
God, proving itself on every point 


- @S a miraculously inspired, divine 


revelation. 

Notice what the Bible says about 
itself: . 

“The law of the Lord is perfect 
... —Psa. 19:7. 

“Forever, O Lord, thy word is 
settled in heaven.’—Psa. 119:89. 

“Thy word is true from the be- 
ginning; and every one of thy 
righteous judgments endureth for 
ever.”—Psa. 119:160. | 

“The scripture cannot be brok- 
en.”—John 10:35. 7 

Notice that the above Scriptures 
plainly claim that the Bible is per- 
fect (specifically the Old Testa- 
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VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE 


ment and more specifically the law, 
including the Genesis account, of 
creation, the flood, and countless 
miracles). These Scriptures claim 
that the Word of God is “true from 
the beginning,’ that is, from the 
very first word of Genesis. They 
claim that the Word of God is_set- 
tled forever in Heaven, that is, that 
it is divine and eternal instead of 
being human and fallible and sub- 
ject to being displaced by later 
findings of science. The Bible even 
claims that “the scripture cannot 
be broken” which is simply anoth- 
er way of saying it claims absolute 
infallibility. | 

Second Timothy 3:16 says, “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of 
God.”’ And even in the Revised Ver- 
sion which modernists quote here, 
it really means exactly the same 
thing. ‘“‘Every scripture inspired of 
God is also profitable for teaching, 
for reproof,’’ etc., simply means 
that all the writings or books in 
the canon of our Bible, being di- 
vinely inspired, are reliable and in- 
fallible for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness. The best scholarship con- 
cedes that this is the meaning of 
the Greek text. : 

And IT Peter 1:21 says: 

“For the prophecy came not in 
old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

The Bible was not written by 
men of their own choice nor from 
their own sources. But this is the 
way the Bible came: “holy meh of 
God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost.’ That claims -di- 
vine inspiration for everything in 
the Scriptures. 

And notice particularly that this 
claim for supernatural revelation 
in II Timothy, 3:16 and II Peter 
1:21, 1s made primarily for the Old 
Testament which is usually at- 
tacked by modernists and unbeliev- 
ers! The Genesis account of crea- 
tion, the story of the flood, the 
plagues in Egypt, the miracles of 
crossing the Red Sea under Moses 
and crossing the flooded Jordan un- 
der Joshua, of the fall of Jericho 
and the conquest of Canaan, of the 
sun standing still in the heavens 
about the space of a day, of Jon- 
ah’s being swallowed by the whale 
—all these accounts were written 
by holy men of God who spake as 
they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Literally hundreds of times in 
the Bible the writers say that “The 
word of. the Lord came to Moses 
and to Aaron, saying .. .’, or 
“Thus saith the Lord” or “More- 
over the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying... .’”, or ‘For thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel unto me,” 
etc. I say many hundreds of times; 
as often as scores of times in one 
book of the Bible, such statements 
are given, CLAIMING TO GIVE 
DIRECT QUOTATION OF 
WORDS FROM THE MOUTH OF 
GOD! It is impossible to_ believe 
what the Bible says about. itself 
and not accept it as the very Word 
of God, inspired word for word. 


|. What We Mean by Verbal 
Inspiration 


What did Spurgeon and Moody 
and Torrey and Carroll and Halde- 
man and Scarborough and the Bi- 
ble institutes and multitudes of 
Christians mean— what do they 


mean when they say they believe 


in the “verbal inspiration” of the 
Bible? Verbal inspiration means 
word inspiration, from the Latin 
term for word. They mean that 
God gave the very words to the 
writers that they were to write 
down. God did not give the general 
thought and allow the human au- 
thors to put the thought in their 
own words. God did not simply 
leave them to search out the sourc- 
es, talk with eye-witnesses, copy 
from old records and so write the 
Bible. God did not simply superin- 
tend the writings so that the 
writers would be kept from error. 
No, by verbal inspiration we mean 
that God gave the words in the 
Bible. Of course we do not mean 
that God gave the words in ‘Eng- 
lish as they are in our King James 
or Authorized Version of the Bible. 
We mean that God gave the words 
as the original writers wrote them 


down; the Old Testament writers 


writing generally in Hebrew, the 
New Testament writers writing in 
Greek. (Parts of Daniel were writ- 
ten in the Chaldaic language). In 
the original maunscripts the very 
words were the words of God. 

Of course copyists occasionally 
made mistakes in copying by hand 


the Scriptures. But we have so 
many hundreds of manuscripts of 
both the Old and New Testaments 
that by comparing them we find 
there is not over one word in ten 
thousand of the original manu- 
scripts that cannot be reproduced 
as it was first given in the original 
languages. And so many earnest 
scholars have made so many care- 
ful translations of the Bible in our 
own language, through hundreds 
of years of time, that we can de- 
pend with confidence upon our 
English translations of the Bible. 

Remember, however, that when 
we speak of verbal inspiration we 
mean that God gave the very 
words originally to the Bible writ- 
ers, and as they put them down in 
the original manuscripts the very 
words were the words of God. That 
means that the Bible is the infal- 
lible Word of God, reliable in relig- 
ion, reliable and perfectly accurate 
in science, infallibly correct in his- 
tory, true in every particular. “The 
law of the Lord is perfect.” ‘For- 
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven.” “Thy word is true from 
the beginning.”’ 


ll. Indisputable Examples of Verbal 
Inspiration 


Even a casual reading of the Bi- 
ble shows some remarkable exam- 
ples of verbal inspiration. Later 
we will prove that every word in 
the original Scripures was dictated 
by God. But first let us give some 
outstanding examples. 

1. The Ten Commandments were 
given by the voice of God speaking 
aloud from Mount Sinai. Exodus 
20:1, preceding the Ten Command- 
ments, says, “And God spake all 
these words, saying.”’ Then in verse 
22 in the same chapter we are told, 

“And the Lord said unto Moses, 
Thus thou shalt say unto the child- 
ren of Israel, Ye have seen that I 
have talked with you from heav- 
en.” 

There cannot be any possible 
doubt that here, according to the 
Bible, we have the very words of 
God in the Ten Commandments. 


2. Balaam’s ass spake by verbal 
inspiration. Sometimes smart men 
try to insist that God gave the 
thought but that man put it in his 
own words. Or they claim that men 
were so exalted in spirit and were 
guarded by the Holy Spirit that 
they wrote without any physical 
miracle with fair accuracy. All this 
reasoning of man’s wisdom falls 
away, however, when you consider 
how God used a donkey to give His 
message to Balaam. In Numbers 
22:28-30 we are told how the Lord 
opened the mouth of the ass and 
she spake to Balaam. That is a 
clear case of verbal or word-for- 
word inspiration since donkeys do 
not have words of their own. God 
gave the very words. 
as He does with donkeys in the 

3. But God deals with men just 
matter of inspiration. The case of 
Caiaphas is very similar. In John 
11:49-52 we read this remarkable 
passage. 

“And one of them, named Caia- 
phas, being the high priest that 
same year, said unto them, Ye 
know nothing at all, nor consider 
that it is expedient for us, that one 
man Should die for the people, and 
that the whole nation perish not. 
And this spake he not of himself: 
but being high priest that year, he 
prophesied that Jesus should die 
for that nation; and not for that 
nation only, but that also he should 
gather together in one the children 
of God that were scattered 
abroad.” 

Caiaphas was a wicked, uncon- 
verted man, helping to crucify Je- 
sus. He was not exalted into a high 


| state of spiritual perception. He 


was not speaking out of his own 
knowledge. In fact, we can be cer- 
tain that Caiaphas meant some- 
thing entirely different from what 
God meant. Caiaphas simply 
thought, “We had better kill Jesus 
and keep the nation from falling 
under the wrath of Rome so we 
priests can keep our jobs.” But 
God meant it as a prophetic and 
verbally inspired statement of the 
blood atonement of Jesus for the 
sins of the whole world. Certainly 
and without any shadow of doubt 
or any other possible explanation, 
that was word-for-word inspira- 
tion.. God gave the very words. — 


4. And God used this same kind 
of inspiration many times so that 
those who wrote it down word for 
word did not fully understand even 
what they said. They did not fully 
understand the thought God gave, 
they did not select the words but 
simply wrote down what God said, 
as is proven by I Peter 1:10-12. 


“Of which salvation the prophets 
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have inquired ‘and searched dili- 
gently, who prophesied of _ the 
grace that should come unto you: 
searching what, or what manner of 
time tne Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testi- 
fied beforehand tne sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory tnat snould 
follow. Unto whom it was revealed, 
that not unto themselves, but un- 
to us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you 
by them that have preached the 
gospel unto you with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven; 
which things the angels desire to 
look into.” 

Notice these very prophets “who 
prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you,’ inquired and 
searched diligently into their own 
prophecies, into the Scriptures they 
themselves had written, *’‘searching 
what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them 
did signify, when it testified before- 
hand the sufterings of Christ,.and 
the glory that should - follow.” 
These prophets searched their own 
writings, earnestly desiring to find 
out wnat the Holy Spirit méant 
when He, the Holy Spirit, testined 
through their pen of the first and 
second coming of Christ and such 
other matters written down in the 
Bible! 

These human writers of the Bible 
knew (vs. 12), had it revealed to 
them from God, that they were 
simply agents ministering to us 
and not unto themselves the things 
which the Holy Ghost gave them to 
write down. 

it cannot possibly be said then, 
that the inspiration spoken of here 
was anything but verbal or word- 
for-word inspiration. ‘they did not 
know what they were writing 
about when they wrote. They did 
not understand the thought in the 
mind of God; how could they know 
what words. to use? They did not 
select either the thoughts or the 
words. They simply wrote down 
what the Holy Spirit said write. 
And then they searched and in- 
quired diligently, trying to find out 
the meaning of the Scripture which 
they had written. And so precious 
was the Word of God thus inspired, 
so far beyond the possibility of any 
human being giving it of himself, 
that even the angels desire to look 


‘into these things. 


Certainly then verbal inspiration 
is plausible, nay, is absolutely es- 
sential in any reliable revelation 
from God. 


Ill. Paul Says That Revelation Is 
Given “in the Words Which the 
Holy Ghost Teacheth"’ 


The Bible so often claims word- 
for-word inspiration that it is on- 
ly proven ignorance for a child of 
God not to know the Bible doctrine 
of inspiration. I will show you how 
Paul, Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze- 
kiel, David, John, and our, Lord Je- 
sus Christ all explicitly and ex- 
pressly stated that God gave’ the 
very words of the Bible. 


Some men have said, “We know 
that the Bible is inspired, but we 
do not know the methad of inspira- 
tion.”’ Well, one who does not know 
the method of divine inspiration 
simply has not read or does not 
believe the Bible, for the Bible 
leaves no doubt about how -it was 
written. 

In I Corinthians, chapter 2, Paul 
gives us detailed explanation about 
divine revelation. In verse 7 he de- 
clares: : | 

“But we speak the wisdom of 
God in a mystery, even the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordaineth be- 
fore the world unto our glory.” 

Divine revelation is about mys- 
terious and hidden things of God 


that man cannot naturally know. 


Verses 9 and 10 continue: 

. “But as it is written, Eye hath 
not seen, sd ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. But 
God hath revealed unto us by his 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things. of 
God.” 


The Holy Spirit is God’s agent in. 


getting the Bible written. The men 
who wrote down the things in the 
Bible did not write what eye had 
seen nor what ear had heard, nei- 
ther what entered through natural 
sources into the heart of men, we 
are told. But the things written 
down in the Bible, all of them, 
“God hath revealed them unto us 
by his Spirit” (vs. 10). It is foolish 
then to give any credit to men who 
wrote the Bible because they were 
eye-witnesses or as if they copied 
from other manuscripts or as if 
they got their information from 
others. No, the things in the Bi- 
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cloth, no jacket, 91 pages, three 

pictures, six chapters, this print- 

ing 13,000 copies, price 75¢. I take 

no profit from any of these, am 

happy they are being used widely. 
* 


There is some prospect of per- 
mission to use more paper to print 
needed copies of the _ booklet, 
What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
Will yow pray with us? More chap- 
lains than ever are asking for them 
by hundreds and thousands. 


ble “God hath revealed them unto. 


us by his Spirit.” The Holy Spirit 
is the true Author of the Bible. 
Each Bible writer was directly in- 
spired and wrote down what the 
Holy Spirit gave. Now the_only re- 
maining quesion is, how did he get 
the words to write down what God 
revealed ? 

The matter of the words in 
which the Bible was written is ex- 
plained in verse 13 of that -second 
chapter of I Corinthians: 

“Which things also we speak, not 
in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth, comparing spiritual 
things with spiriual.” 

The Holy Spirit gave the matter 
of inspiration and then not relying 
on man’s wisdom, the Holy Spirit 
taught the very words in which re- 
velation was to be written down. 
The Bible was written “not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth, but which wie Holy Ghost 
teacheth.” And the Revised Ver- 
sion makes it even clearer, saying, 
“Not in words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Spirit 
teacheth; COMBINING SPIRIT- 
UAL THINGS WITH SPIRITUAL 
WORDS.” The matter in the Bible 
is Spirit-given matter, revealed in 
every detail by the Holy Ghost. 
The words in the Bible are likewise 
spiritual words, that is, Spirit-giv- 
en words. God could not say it 
plainer, the Holy Spirit dictated 
the very words in which divine re- 
velation was given. The words of 
the Bible are God’s words, not 
man’s. In the original manuscripts 
the human authors simply wrote 
down the words that the Holy 
Spirit gave them. Sometimes they 
understood what they wrote. Some- 
times they certainly did not under- 
stand and searched diligently in 
their own writings to see what the 
Holy Spirit meant by the things He 
said as we have seen from I Peter 
1:10-12. THE WORDS ARE GOD’S 
WORDS! 


The Slur of Modernists About’ 
"Mechanical Dictation" : 


Modernists and unbelievers al- 
ways want to exalt man and be- 
little God. They make man’s sins 
small so they can minimize the 
grace of God and the need for blood 
atonement. The constant tendency 
of modernism is to preach a great 
mankind and a little Christ. Even 
in their theories of inspiration, they 
want to exalt man and belittle the 
supernatural element. So modern- 
ists love to deride what they call 
the “mechanical dictation” theory 
of inspiration. Nevertheless, ac- 
cording to the Scripture, God’s me- 
thod of inspiration is literally dic- 
tation of the very words. 

But why slur dictation as “me- 
chanical?” I am dictating this arti- 
cle just now after. long, long 
months of study, after hours of 
prayer, with most carefully pre- 
pared thoughts and exactly select- 
ed words. I am earnestly, fervently, 
with the gravest concern, giving 
the very words to my stenograph- 
er. The thoughts are my thoughts, 
and not the stenographer’s. The 
words are my words, not the steno- 


grapher’s words. I am dictating the- 


very words, and yet there is noth- 
ing mechanical about it. That term 
“mechanical dictation” is simply 
the slur of unbelievers at the 
miraculous exactness and perfec- 
tion of God’s divine revelation to 
man. 

Why should any man not be 
proud to write down. the very 
words of God? If Baruch wrote 
down the very words of Jeremiah, 
and Timothy the very words of 
Paul; how would Jeremiah and 
Paul be insulted to write down the 
words dictated by God? 

‘The varying style of the books 
of the Bible is not the style re- 
spectively of various authors, but 
the style of the Holy Spirit adapted 
to God’s own purpose. I have seven 
stenographers with varying quali- 
fications. For certain types of 
work, I select one stenographer. 
For other types of work I select 
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another. I use them according to 
my own purpose. but the styie is 
not the style of the stenogrupner;. 
it is my own. The words are my 
words. tiven so God Himselt, hav- 
ing an inlinite variety to choose 
from, chose such men as pleased 
Him, used the language that 
pleased Him in each case, but in 
each case dictated tne very words. 

Remember tnat the bibie never 
gives any signiticance to the tact 
tnat the literary style varies. ‘I'nat 
is the argument of unbelievers who 
hope to aiscredit the bible. but all 
the styles in the Bible are God's 
styles: He gave the very words, 
‘not in the words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, but which tne holy 
Ghost teacheth,” says I Corinthians 
2:15. Again 1 Say, the words are 
the weras of God, not the words ot 
men. The bible does teach tnat 
revelation came by word-tror-word 
inspiration. 

And why should it not be so? If 
I am so Meticulously careiul about 
the wording of this articie, would 
the innnite God care less avout nis 
perrect word, tis reveiation to ail 
mankind to last forever ¢ since God 
could give the words, how foolish it 
is to Suppose that He did not do 
that. If 1 am careful to give the 
very words and the punctuation, 


then surely a mercitul, ail-wise God 


would be equally careful, nay, 
many times more carerul that nis 
own thoughts and revelation to 
mankind be stated in divine words 
exactly according to His will. My 
stenographers do not always un- 
derstand what they write down; 
so I could not trust them to select 
the words. ‘The prophets of God did 
not fully’ understand what they 
wrote down and could not‘have put 
God’s perfect thought in human 
words with any reliable accuracy. 


IV. Moses Given the Law by 
Verbal Inspiration 

The principle of verbal inspira- 
ion was given in I Corintnians 
2:13. ‘that verse alone ought to 
settle that ali of God’s divine reve- 
lation was given in the words 
“which the holy Ghost teacheth.” 
But to make tne assurance doubly 
sure, let us follow through the bi- 
bie and see how various numan au- 
thors of the Bible were given the 
very words of God. 

Lhe writings of Moses are at- 


tacked more oiten than any other}. 


part of he Bible as being not ac- 
curate, not scientifically true, or 
not historically correct. So-called 
scientists attack the Genesis ac- 
count of creation. Modernists do 
not believe in these miracles: the 
flood, the plagues in hgypt, the 
crossing of the Red Sea, the man- 
na which fell for forty years in the 
wilderness, etc. Ingersoll liked to 
talk about ‘‘the misakes of Moses.” 
Unbelievers cannot believe, they 
say, that God created the earth in 
six days. So those who with unbe- 
lieving, rebellious hearts criticiize 
the first five books in the bible, 
claim that it is not perfectly in- 
spired; that it is made up of le- 
gends, that is, it is the work of 
many authors; that it contains 
many “survivals of primitive re- 
ligious thinking.’’ But we are not 
lett in the dark about the method 
of inspiration of these books of 
Moses. In Exodus 24:3-8 we are 
told how Moses wrote down the 
books ascribed to him. Notice par- 
icularly the following phrases and 
sentences in that passage: 3 

“And Moses came and told the 
people ALL THE WORDS OF THE 
LORD, and all the judgments: and 
all the people answered with one 
voice, and said, ALL THE WORDS 
WHICH THE LORD HATH SAID 
will we do. And Moses wrote ALL 
THE WORDS OF THE LORD... 

“And he took. the book of the 
covenant, and read in the audience 
of the people:and they said, ALL 
THAT THE LORD HATH SAID 
will we do... 

« ... Behold the blood of the 
covenant, which tue Lord hath 
made with you concerning ALL 
THESE WORDS.” . 

It could not be more clearly 
stated that Moses told the people 
“ALL THE WORDS OF THE 
LORD,” that the people agreed to. 

. “ALL THE WORDS 
WHICH THE LORD HATH 
kID,’’ and that when Moses wrote 


WORDS OF THE LORD.” The cov- 
enant which God made with Israel 
was ‘‘concerning~all these 
WORDS.” What Moses wrote were | 
ne very words of the Lord. The 
rit gave His revelation to 
Moses by verbal, or word-for-word 


| 


inspiration. One who does not be- 
lieve that Genesis or Exodus, for 
example, is inspired like the words 
of Jesus, is simply denying the 
plain statements of the Bible. 

No wondaer then that throughout 
the gospels Jesus referred contin- 
ually to*Genesis, quoting from it 
and confirming it repeatedly. Je- 
sus believed in the Genesis account 


of creation of man (Matt. 19:4-6).° 


He believed in the literal, miracu- 
lous desruction of Sodom: and Go- 
morrah by fire from Heaven (Luke 
17:28-32). He believed also the 
Genesis account of the flood (Luke 


17:26, 27). The books of the law | 


were written by verbal inspiration 


and must be accepted as absolute- 
ly accurate by those who claim to. 


bel#eve the Bible at all and to be 
followers of Christ. It is either 
verbal inspiration or rank infidel- 
ity. There is no intelligent and true 
middle ground. 

Incidentally Jesus also expressly 
declared that Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the belly of the 
whale just like the book of Jonah 


says (Matt. 12:40). If you do not | 
believe that the events chronicled | 


in the book of Jonah literally oc- 
curred, then you do not believe in 


the deity of Jesus Christ nor in 


inspiration of the book of Matthew 


| the promise and gave His Son 


where Jesus approved the book of 
Jonah as correct. 


All 


V. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Claimed Word-for-Word 
Inspiration 


In the prophecies of Isaiah we 
read again and again the state- 
ment, “Thus saith the Lord,’ and 
what follows is given as the very 
words .of God in direct quotation. | 
Did God dictate to Isaiah the very 
words of His prophecies? That is 
the implication tnaroughout' the 
book, and Isaiah 51:16 expressly 
states it. | 

“And I have put my words in thy 
mouth, and I have covered thee 
in the shadow of mine hand, that 
I may plant the heavens, and lay 
the foundations of the earth, and 
say unto Zion, Thou are my wee 
ple.” , 

God says to Isaiah, “I have put 

| my words in thy mouth. The words 
are GOD’S WORDS. That is verbal 
inspiration, word-for-word dicta-| 
tion of the Scripture. . 
However, there is a _ blessed 
thought further than this in the 
verse. Not only did God put His 
words in the mouth of Isaiah, but 
the whole nation of Israel was spe- 
cifically prepared that through 
Jewish prophets the Word of God 
should be given word for word. 
This agrees with Romans 9:4,5. 


“Who are Israelites; to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises; whose 
are the fathers, and of whom as 
concerning the flesh Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed for- 
ever.. Amen.” 

God gave the covenant, the law, 


| down in our book of Jeremiah, for 


-spiration. Those words of God are 


through the nation Israel. See 
again Romans 3:1,2: 

“What advantage then hath the 
Jew? or what profit is there of cir- 
cumcision? Much every way: 
chiefly, because that unto them 
were committed the oracles of 
God.” 

Isaiah 51:16 says that God put 
His own. words in the mouth of 
Isaiah. But it says also that since 
all the Scripture came from the 
pen of Jews, that God put His 
words in the mouth of all these 
prophets who wrote and that all 
the Bible is verbally inspired. If 
you carefully read the context, you 
will see that is God’s meaning. 


To Jeremiah also God dictated 
the very words of His prophecy. In 
Jeremiah 1:9 we are told how God 
spoke to the timid prophet, promis- 
ing word-for-word inspiration for 
his prophecies. 

“Then the Lord put forth his 
hand, and touched my mouth. And 
the Lord said unto me, Behold, I 
HAVE PUT MY WORDS IN THY 
MOUTH.” 

The words of Jeremiah’s pro- 
phecies were the very words of 
God. That is word-for-word in- 


the very words that are written 


Jeremiah 30:1, 2 says: 

“The word that came to Jere- 
miah from the Lord, saying, Thus 
speaketh the Lerd God of Israel, 
saying, Write thee all the words 
that I have spoken unto thee in a 


—— 


the Lord spake concerning Israel 
and concerning Judah.” 


words of God in a book. 

God gave further prophecies to 
Jeremiah and so commanded him 
again in Jeremiah 36:2: 

“Take thee a roll of a book, and 
write therein ALL THE WORDS 
that I have spoken unto thee 
against Israel, and against Judah, 
and against all the nations, from 
the day I spake unto thee, from the 
| days of Josiah, even unto this day.” 

The very details of the word-for- 
word dictation and the way they 
were written down are told us in 
Jeremiah 36:4: 


the son of Neriah: and Baruch 
wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah 
ALL THE WORDS of the Lord, 


which he had spoken unto him, up-. 


“Then Jeremiah called Baruch 


> 


whicn the Holy Spirit dictated. 


That is why in tne Psalms there. 
Jeremiah wrote down the very could be so many revelations of the 


'fuure which could not possibly 
have been foreseen by man. The 
twenty-second Psalm, for instance, 
gives many details concerning the 
death of Cnrist and His very words 
upon the cross. ‘she second Psalm, 
tne twenty-fourth, and many oth- 
ers give details concerning the sec- 
ond coming and the reign,of Christ 
on earth wnen Christ snall come to 
Jerusalem and reign on David's 
throne. Such things David surely 
could not perfectly understand, and 
he could not be trusted to supply 
| the words for God’s thoughts. ‘1‘he 
Psalms are written, “not in the 
words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eh, but whicn tne Holy Ghost 
teacheth,”’ and so with the rest of 
tne Bible. 


on a roll of a book.” ; | 
Thereafter Jeremiah called fala! Vil. How Did Jesus Christ Regard 


roll which had written “the words 
of the Lord” (Jer. 36:6). 

That roll which Jeremiah had 
written containing the very words 
of God was cut with a penknife 
and burned up by the wicked king 
Jehokiam (Jer. 36:21-23) and we 
are plainly told that 

“Then took Jeremiah another 
roll, and gave it to Baruch the’ 
scribe, he son of Neriah; who 
_ wrote therein from the mouth .of 
Jeremiah ALL-THE WORDS of the 

book which Jehoiakim king of Ju-| 
dah had burned in the fire, and 
|_ there were added besides unto them ' 


the Inspiration of the Bible? 


Jesus quoted from Moses, re- 
ferred constantly to the Old ‘Testa- 
ment, and always as if it were in- 
fallibity correct. but that is not all; 
Jesus expressly stated that the 
very woras of the Scriptures were 
inspired. 

kor instance, when Jesus met | 
Satan and was tempted in the wild- | 
erness, He answered Satan’s temp- | 
tation with this Scripture from) 
the Old Testament: 

“It is written, Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth | 


/we may belheve what the 


| Spirit should come upon 


book.” 


The unbelief and rebellion of 


many like words — Jer. 36:32. 


wicked men, Satan’s effort to pre- 
vent our receiving the verbally in- 
spired Word of God, came to 
nought, and now the book of Jere- 
miah in our Bible is made up of the 
very WORDS OF THE LORD as 
given to Jeremiah and as he dic- 
tated them to Baruch, the scribe 
who wrote down “the words of the 


Lord.” God, the second time, direct- | 


ed His message to Jeremiah and 
Jeremiah dictated them to Baruch 
who wrote them down. 

Ezekiel was also timid and hes- 
itant when God called him to be 
a prophet. But God said, 

“And thou shalt speak MY 
WORDS unto them, whether they 


will hear, or whether they will for- | 


bear: for they are most rebellious” 
—Ezek. 2:7. 

And then as a symbol of direct 
verbal inspiration, God miraculous- 
ly gave Ezekiel a roll of a book 
where were written lamentations 
and mourning and woe, and he was 
commanded to eat the roll and he 
did so. Thus Ezekiel symbolized 
that the words which he should 
speak and write were literally the 
words of God dictated by the Holy 
Spirit. God assured Ezekiel, 

“But when I speak with thee, I 
will open thy mouth, and thou 
Shalt say unto them, Thus saith 
tne. Lord God” (Ezek. 3:27). 


The words of the Bible are God’s| 


words. Those who believe the Bi- 


‘ble must believe in verbal inspira- 


tion. The only intelligent alterna- 
tive is complete repudiation of the 
Bible — infidelity; and yet that, 
God knows, is not very intelligent. 
If God used wora-for-word inspi- 
ration in giving the prophecies of 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, it 
is equally evident that verbal in- 
spiration is the unchanging rule in 
God’s revelation; that God, in the 
Bible always gives spiritual truth 
“not in the words which man’s wis- 
dom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghost teacheth” (I Cor. 2:13). 


VI. David Wrote Psalms by Verbal 


Inspiration 


The Psalms were inspired of God 
just like the rest of the Bible. In 
Acts 1:16 we are told: . 

“Men and brethren, this scrip- 
ture must needs have been fulfilled, 
which the Holy Ghost by the mouth 
of David spake before concerning 
Judas as 


When David wrote or spoke the 
Psalms, we are told that it was 
simply the Holy Ghost speaking 
“by the mouth of David.’ The 
words were the words of the Holy 
Spirit. Ban 3 

In the “last words of David,’ we 


of God.” — Matt. 4:4; Luke 4:4. 
Jesus believed concerning the Bi- | 

| ble that literally every word “pro- | 
/ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” | 
\‘Lhere is as clear a statement of | 
| verbal or word-for-word inspiration | 
as it is possible to make. 


| Not only did Jesus say that the 


| very words are inspired but the’ 
very spelling and marking of the’ 


| Scriptures, 
were likewise inspired. In Matthew 
| 5:17, 18, Jesus said: 
| “Think not that I am come to de- 
| Stroy the law, or the prophets: I 
am not come to desroy, but to ful- 
fil. For verily I say unto you, Till 
_heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass 


from the law, till.all be fulfilled.” | 
Remember that Jesus was de-' 


fending the Old Testament which 
the critics and modernists usually 
attack and Jesus said not only that 
the words would endure .but that 
not even one jot or one tittle, the 
least letter or marking, would pass 
away. ~God not only gave the 
thoughts, not only gave the words, 


according to Jesus, 


And then verse 4 following says, mouth and tongue! It was not the spiration which the Bible speaks of 
“And these are the words that tnoughts only, out the very words, is verbal, or word-for-word inspira- 


tion. 
Blessed Assurance From This 


Precious Doctrine 
Since God gave the words, then 
bible 
Says. Another Scripture says, “Be- 
hoid, a virgin shail conceive and 
bear a son. (Isa. 7:14). Then we 
may Know that God insists on the 
word virgin. It was not simply a 
young married woman who bore 
Our Saviour; it was a virgin. On 
one word there hangs the aeity of 
Christ! If Jesus were born of a 
young woman, not necessarily a 
virgin, then Jesus had a human 
tatner, His birth was not miracu- 
lous, and He was not the son of 
God. ‘Tne angel Gabriel based his 
Claim that Jesus was the Son of the 
highest’ on the fact that tae moly 
Mary 
wulle she was still a virgin and the 
Saviour should be conceived (Luke 
1:34, 35). Thank God, we can be- 


| lieve in the word-tor-word inspira- 


tion of the Scriptures. When God > 
says virgin, He means virgin, noth- 
ing more, nothing less, and He 
cnallenges men not to change it, to 
add to it, or take from the words. 
hie promises, praise His name, that 
not a jot or tittle shall pass away 
since ail are pertect, settied forever 
in Heaven, and true from the be- 
ginning. 

Suppose in John 3:16 that God 
had given the general thought but 
had not dictated the word whoso- 
ever. Then. my eternal soul would 
be in jeopardy because I trusted 
in that one word that God meant 
me and was willing to save me, 
Men dare not trine with the very 
words of the Bible. : 

In those wonderful promises of 
salvation in John 3:16; John 5:24; 
John 6:47, suppose that the one 
word everlasting might be changed. 
Then what a woetul limitation of 
God’s promise! Living ten years, a 
hundred years, a thousand years 


is not life enough. Jesus promised 


but verily gave the jots and tittles | 


as well! And remember that it was 
Jesus Himself who was speaking 
and that what He said applied par- 
_ ticularly to the Old Testament and 
not only the New! 


Vill. Revelation Claims That the 
Whole Canon of Scripture is 


Verbally Inspired 


In the last chapter of the Bible 
a most solemn warning is given 
concerning the canon of Scripture. 
Men are warned not to add to the 
Scripture on penalty of being 
cursed with the plagues that are 
written ‘in the Book. Men are 
warned not to take from the Scrip- 
ture on penalty of losing the of- 
fered part in the book of life and 
the heavenly Jerusalem and the 
blessings promised the saints in the 
Bible. And now the remarkable 
thing is that these warnings speci- 
fically mention that they refer TO 
THE VERY WORDS of the Bible. 
Read Revelation 22:18, 19. 


that heareth THE WORDS of the 
prophecy of his book, If any man 
shall add unto these things, God 
Shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book; and 
if any man shall take away from 
the WORDS OF THE BOOK of 
this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the book of life, and 
out of the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this 
book.” 

God is emphasizing that He 
holds men to account for the very 
words of Scripture. Men dare not 
take from the words nor add to the 


are told again that “The Spirit ofjwords. of the Bible. It will not do 


the Lord spake by me, and his 
word was in my tongue.” (II Sam. 
23:2). It was God who was doing 
the s g when. David wrote 


those of the Psalms which are his. 


Note particularly from these two 
Scriptures that the Holy Spirit did 
not think through David's brain, 
did -not recall through David’s 
memory, did not feel through Dav- 
id’s heart, but the Holy Spirit 
spoke words through David's 


for men’to Change a thought, but it 
will not even do for men to’change 
| the words. THEY ARE’ GOD’S 
WORDS! | | bed 
From Mount Sinai the thunder- 
ous voice of God spoke giving the 
Ten Commandments, and we are 
told that “God spake all these 
words.” But that Scripture might 
fittingly be used about every word 
of holy writ. They are really the 
words of God. The only kind of in- 


Pe 


“For I testify unto every man\- 


everlasting lite. ‘thank God that 
the words are God’s words! On any 
word of the Bible a lost sinner may 
rest his immortal soul in full as- 
surance that God will back up the 


_ very words. They are His words, 


no man’s. The Psalmist had some- 
times based his hope upon some 


single and blessed word in a prom- . 


ise of God, as I have done many 
times. So in Psalms 11:49 he cries 
out to God, ‘‘Remember the word 
unto thy servant, upon which thou 
hast caused me to hope.” 


There Could Be No Inspiration 
Without the Words 


The truth is that men cannot 
think without words. Psychologists 
and educators know that there is a 
definite growth in the intellectual 
activity of a child as he begins to 
use words. The mind cannot carry 
on consecutive intelligent reasoning 
without words. One cannot have 
music without notes, cannot have 
arithmetic without figures, cannot 
have thoughts without words. One 
cannot have a revelation from God 
unless God Himself gives’ the 
words. No wonder that Dr. B. H. 
Carroll said that any talk about 
inspiration that does not include 
inspiration of the words is “‘fool’s 
talk.’’ It is not only fool’s talk, it is 
infidel’s talk, the talk of the wick- 
ed, rebellious, disbelieving, Christ- 
rejecting, sinful, carnal heart, for 

“The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God; for 
they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned” — 
I Cor. 2:14. 

Difficulties in the Bible 
There may be some things about 
the Bible you cannot explain. But 
your ignorance is a sorry excuse 
for criticizing the blessed Word of 
God. Other men, more devout than 
you, more scholarly than you, older 
in experience than you, greater 
soul winners than you, have been 
able to believe in the Bible. Do not > 
let your youth or your ignorance 
or your pride or your friendship for 
modernists and-unbelievers lead 
you into the terrible sin of adding 
to or taking from the words of the 


| Bible. 


If space permitted, we could har- 
monize apparent. differences in 


-Seriptures which unbelievers use 


as an argument against verbal in- 
spiration. For example, careful 
study of the words in the inscrip- 
tion above the cross will show that 
each one of the gospels give a part 
of the inscription and gives that 


part accurately. But when they are a 


combined togeher all four give an 
entire inscription, “This is Jesus 
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 


(Continued on page four) 


2 


PAGE FOUR 


THE S8WORD OF THE LORD 


ECHOES FROM BUFFALO 


(Continued from page one) 


stayed away; but for every one of 
these there were a dozen whose 
scoffing turned to praise. 

“As to Dr. Rice’s invitations. 
They are simple to understand, 
easy to accept, and they are pro- 
longed with tact only as long as 
the people in the audience respond. 
There is complete’ absence of 
hysterical bellowing and cajoling; 
rather the loving, patient entreaty 
of one whose obvious concern is 
for souls. 

“We have made a new Christian 
friend in John R. Rice, and we 
want him back in Buffalo in the 
Lord’s time. 

Walter Vail Watson 
Pastor 


“West Ferry danas Tabernacle 
“Cor. West Ferry and 19th Streets 
“Buffalo, New York 
“May 11, 1944 

“Dr. John R. Rice 
145 North Hale Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“T am most happy to write con- 
cerning the results of the ‘Christ 
for Greater Buffalo’ campaign in 
relationship to our church and my 
own ministry. 

“We were one of the smallest 
congregations participating in the 
campaign. We did not expect to re- 
receive many if any new converts 


ARE YOU SAVED 
OR LOST? 


(Continued from page one) 


no eternal safety out of Christ, and 
you are taking mortal risks and 
imperiling your eternal interests 
every moment you delay a personal 
surrender to Christ. Can you afford 
to take such chances? You do not 
do it with your property and your 
home. You insure them, but you 
let your eternal soul go without 
protection. Christ’s imputed right- 
eousness given you by your faith 
in him is God’s insurance against 
spiritual destruction. Meet this vi- 
tal issue squarely and take care of 
your soul! 
What is the Unsaved Soul's 
Destiny? 

Without Christ in the heart, 
what is there beyond death? No 
other book than the Bible can tell 
us. The Bible has not left us in the 


dark. It clearly tells. Job (21:30), 
David (Psalm 9:17), Isaiah (14: 


9), Daniel (12:2), Matthew (25:: 


41), Luke (16:23), John (3:36), 
Paul (2 Thess. 1:7-10), and Jesus 
(Luke 13:3 tell us that eternal 
exclusion from the presence of God 
is the destiny of the unbelieving 
soul. Much more is said in God’s 
Word about hell, eternal death, and 
everlasting punishment than is said 
about heaven and everlasting life, 
. The man who tries to deceive you 
about hell is the enemy of your 
soul. 


What iMust You Do to Be Saved? 


Seeing your condition before 
God, your peril in sin and your des- 
tiny without Christ, what must you 
do to escape and be saved? 

In June, 1896, two fast passen- 
ger trains met on the same track 
near New York City. Twenty- 
eight men were killed in the ter- 
rible wreck. Amid the cries and 
groans of the wounded and dying 
some one saw the engineer of one 
of the wrecked trains lying pinned 
under his burning engine, waving 
in his last strength a piece of yel- 
low paper. In his dying words the 
engineer said, “Some one gave me 
the wrong orders.” 

My friend, as you and I face 
eternity amid the wreckage and 
ruin of sin about us, I do not wish 
to give you the wrong orders. I 
am willing to stand with you in the 
shimmering light of God’s white 
throne on the answer I give you 
now. You cannot save yourself. 
Neither your good deeds nor your 
moral life will save or help to save 
you. No church can save you. No 
ordinance, whether baptism, nor 
the Lord’s Supper, nor both com- 
bined, can save you. No pope, nor 
priest, nor preacher, nor anything 
they. can do or say or pray can 
“gave you. No penance, nor self-im- 
puted punishment can save you. 
No resolution nor reformation can 
save you. No creed nor confession- 
al nor christening can save you. 
Jesus Christ alone can save you. 
He can, he will if you will let him. 
He is an able Saviour. He is a 
ready Saviour. He is a willing Sav- 


‘% 


or additions to our church but felt 
that if a genuine revival resulted, 
that our church would be greatly 
helped in an indirect way. We 
therefore threw ourselves into the 
work heart and soul, praying for 
city-wide blessing. 

‘We have had a number of well- 
planned, well-advertised evangelis- 
tic campaigns in our church with 
well-known evangelists: But we 
have never had near the results in 
any of these campaigns that we 
have had in the Rice Shufelt meet- 
ings. 

“We have received twenty-one 
cards from the personal workers’ 
committee. Fourteen of these are 
new converts. In addition we had 
four saved in our Sunday morning 
services during the campaign. Our 
attendance in the Sunday morning 
services increased greatly during 
the special meetings. Our finances 
did not suffer through closing our 
own services. This campaign has 
been most profitable to our church 
in every way. The pastor has re- 
ceived a new vision and is praying 
and seeking for a Holy Spirit em- 
powered ministry. Our people are 
on fire, prayer meetings are well 
attended. 

“Are these converts going on? 
Are the results of a permanent na- 
ture or merely emotional super- 
ficial stirrings? Thus far these new 
converts in our church have attend- 
ed both prayer meetings held since 
the campaign. They have given 
stirring testimonies. They have led 
in public prayer and attend faith- 
fully a convert class for instruc- 
tion in the Word. Twelve will be 
baptized this Sunday night. 

“Our church and my own minis- 


iour. He can save you now. He 
died, he arose from the dead, he 
lives, he reigns to save you now. 
His love is boundless and free. His 


grace is full of mercy and flows in| 


great floods out toward your soul. 
He calls to you through his work, 
his providence, his people, his di- 
vine Spirit to surrender: your 
heart’s faith and love to him. 


He cares not how great nor how 
many your sing are. He says, 
“Though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). 
He cares not how far away you 
have wandered, he will pardon and 
forgive. “Him that cometh to me I 
will in no wise cast out” (John 6: 
37), is his loving call. ‘He is able 
also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God bY him” (Heb. 
7:25). There is no case too hard 
for Christ. 

In a Texas town a great revival 
meeting was in progress. In a 
testimony meeting many anxious 
Christians asked prayer for a man 
whom they called tne “hardest” 
man in South Texas. On Sunday 
morning, the first time in nine 
years, he came to church. He sat 
back in the crowd with his wife 
and grown daughter, both of whom 
were unsaved. The preacher 
preached that day on the blood of 
Christ and its power to save. While 


he preached;"the wife and daugh- 
ter of the man were saved. When 
the invitation to seek Christ was 
given, this man tremblingly came 
to the front seat. At the call of the 
preacher, hundreds of men came to 
kneel about this lost man to pray 
for him. When the prayer was over 
this lost man said to the preacher, 
“For twenty-five years, my heart 


has been as black as hell. I want! 


to know if your Christ can save 
a man such as I am.” The preacher 
said, “If you will trust yourself 
unreservedly to Jesus Christ and 
turn from your sins, he will give 
you eternal life and cleanse your 
heart from all sin.” He said then, “TI 
trust him and take him now as 
my personal Saviour.” That has 
been many years ago, and that 
man is living now for Christ in 
beautiful service. 


My friend, Christ will save you 
if you trust him. He will save you 
now if you surrender absolutely to 
him. “But if from thence thou 
shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou 
shalt find him, if thou seek him 
with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul” (Deu, 4:29). He will not con- 
sider a conditional surrender; it is 
an absolute and unconditional sur- 
render that he demands. Any one 
who comes to him in repentance 
and faith can be saved. Surrender 
to him now. Surrender all! Give 
up your sins, your doubts, your 


difficulties, your all. Accept Jesus | 
Christ, believe in him, do it now, 


and heaven will come into your 
soul and finally be your home. 


try can never be the same. We 
praise God from the depths of our 
hearts for His grace in these serv- 
ices and for the ministry of Bro- 
ther Rice and Shufelt. 
“Sincerely in Christ,” 
(Signed) V. D. Trimmer 

“P. S. I have listed below two of 
the outstanding conversions in our 
church through the Rice Shufelt 
campaign. 

“Several months ago while doing 
door-to-door visitation for tne Sun- 
day School I called on a young 
couple who had two small children. 
The eldest was a little girl named 
Sondra, five years old. The mother 
was reluctant for her to go to Sun- 
day School but finally agreed she 
could go on our Sunday School bus 
if someone Called for her. Sondra 
has been coming since. I invited 
the mother and the father to 
church, but they were too preoccu- 
pied with worldly things and I say 
it to my shame I left it there. 


“Sondra’s mother is a Jewess and 
was surprised that the woman who 
had been taking Sondra to Sunday 
School should ask her to go to hear 
Dr. Rice. But Sondra’s mother 
went and was saved. Now we learn 
that the young husband was saved 
some years ago and had backslid- 
den. Now we see the little family 
in church together. 


“We had a middle-aged man and 
his wife attending the Sunday 
morning services for several weeks 
before the Rice campaign. They 
were good people, respectable, re- 
ligious but lost. They were so cold 
and retiring it seemed impossible 
that they would ever see their need 
and bend. One night at the Rice 
meetings we were thrilled to see 
this couple, so reserved and con- 
servative, coming out of the in- 
quiry room in tears. They had been 
saved and two fine daughters also, 
The transformation is remarkable. 
They cannot contain their joy and 
are on fire to win friends and loved 
ones. They have testified in public, 
prayed in public and they will be 
baptized this Sunday. Their testi- 
mony alone is shaking our church. 


“P. S. I have written more fully 
than I planned. If you can use any 
of the above testimony feel free to 
do so. If it is not used I am sure it 
will encourage your own heart. 
I wish you could hear the fervent 
prayers for you and your ministry 
at our mid-week prayer meeting. 


aie 


Friday, May 26, 1944 
. ee 


VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE 


“We sincerely pray that it might 


be possible for you to return to 
Buffalo in another like campaign. 
ge © SR os 


“Grace Baptist Church 
“Kenmore Avenue, near Delaware 
“Buffalo, New York 
May 10, 1944 


“Dr. John R. Rice 
Wheaton, Illinois 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“Just a line to tell you how 
greatly I appreciated your ministry 
for the Lord in Buffalo. I shall nev- 
er forget how you and Brother 
Shufelt poured yourselves out for 
God here. 

“Our hearts were filled with gra- 
titude to Him for the souls that 
were saved, for those who came 
back to the Lord, and for that 
great group of young people who 
dedicated their lives for Christian 
service. And how I thank God for 
all that your ministry meant to 
me personally. 

“I wish you could have dropped 
in at our prayer meeting at Grace 
Church last week.- There was great 
rejoicing in the Lord for all that 
He did throughout the campaign 
and a deeper concern for: the un- 
saved. Praise God! 


“The fellowship in working with 
others of ‘like precious faith’ 
through the campaign has been in- 
valuable to our churches. We covet 
your prayers that ‘He which hath 
begun a good work’ among us ‘will 
perform it until the day of Jesus 
Christ.’ : 

May He continue to. bless and use 
you mightily. We shall be praying 
for you. 

“Yours in Christ Jesus,”’ 
(Signed) Milton D. Arnold 


Buffalo Revival Reaches Far 


A letter today (May 10) from 
a Baptist layman in Lydonville, 
New York, said: “I enjoyed the 
Buffalo services. We live out fifty 
miles, but ten of our boys and girls 
confessed acceptance of the Lord 
for the first time in your’ services. 
So we have much to praise the 
Lord for the privileges of those 
services. 


(Continued from page three) 


I have considered prayerfully for 
years all the so-called contradic- 
tions alleged to be in the Bible, and 
little by little by faith and. prayer 
and the Holy Spirit’s leading and 
careful study ot the Word or God 
I have found the apparent discrep- 
ancies and difficulties fade awey. 
Those who do not believe the Bible 
are simply those who have not giv- 
en it a chance to prove itself what 
it claims to be, the verbally in- 
spired, infallible Word of God, true 
trom the beginning, perfect, writ- 
ten “not in the words which man’s 
wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth. K 

‘Yhere are no difficulties in ac- 
cepting the Bible as the verbally 
inspired Word of God that compare 
at all with the insurmountable, 
faith - destroying difficulties of 
those who compromise with mo- 
dernism, deny the verbal inspira- 
tion of the Bible, and yet try to 
claim to be Christians and claim 
that the Bible is in some sense in- 
spired! That road leads to infidel- 
iy and atheism. For in truth the 
honest inquirer must see that the 
Bible is either all it claims to be 
or it is a man-made system of lies, 
unreliable, scientifically false, his- 
torically inaccurate, religiously 
powerless. 

But man-made and false, dear 
reader, the Bible cannot be. The 
Bible has proven itself. Its pro- 
phecies have come to pass in count- 
less cases. Its promises have prov- 
en true to millions who trusted 
them. The God who revealed Him- 
self in the Bible has revealed Him- 


“Yours sincerely.” 
H. Y. M———— 


self through salvation to millions 
of believers. After all, dear reader, 
it is not the Bible that is on trial 
but the reader of the Bible. Let 
God’s Word be true and every man 
a tiar. The critics damn not the 
Bible but themselves. Unbelievers 
prove not their wisdom but their 
folly. Those who will not believe 
the Bible and trust the Christ of 
the Bible lose comfort day by day, 
lose assurance in the heart, lose 
the answer to their prayers, and 
God pity them, lose everlasting life 
and the joys of Heaven! 


(From booklet “The Verbal Inspi- 
ration of the Bible and Its Scien- 
tific Accuracy” — 28 pages — price 
10 cents. 
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Great Books By Dr. John R. Rice 


ASKING AND RECEIV- 


21 great 


third large 
printing. Dr. H. A. Ironside says, 
book, on the whole, is one of the most in- 
conclusive 
works on prayer we have ever consulted. 
The many personal testimonies to an- 
swered prayer add greatly to its value.” 
Evangelist Hyman Appelman says, 
say advisedly it is the very greatest 
thing of its kind I have ever read.’’ Beau- 
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SKELETONS COME OUT 
OF THEIR CLOSETS. 11 evangelistic 


191 large » 


pages. Evangelist Rice at his soul-win- 
ning best; many scriptures, clear teach- 
ing, sharp reproof, tender appeal to win 
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TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES 
A dozen great doctrines, the strongest 
Bible teaching, but with a lucid scholar- 
ship as well as evangelistic charm. In- 
troduction by Dr. Robt. G. Lee who says, 
“This book is truth simply and pungently 
phrased. It sets forth conclusions clearly 
and concisely expressed. ‘It is declara- 
tion saturated and foundationed with the 
scriptures. It makes appeal wooingly and 
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